The paper analyses the impact of his interest in 19th-century East Prussian ethnic culture on the activities of Richard Jepsen Dethlefsen (1864Dethlefsen ( -1944, one of the pioneers of monument protection in the region. Dethlefsen's important activity in the area of recording and protecting the East Prussian cultural heritage also implied an acquaintance with the cultural values of Prussian Lithuania, whose roots were formed by the Reformation in the Duchy of Prussia; by Romanticism, which actualised the history of Prussia and the Prussian tribes; and a few other factors. Despite the impact of nationalism paradigms in the German Empire in the late 19th century, Dethlefsen's activities contributed to the understanding of the intentions of his contemporaries to consider East Prussia as a unique cultural space, whose historical conditions predetermined the survival of the uniqueness of several ethnic regions, by emphasising it as a value of the East Prussian province to be protected. The concept of pluriculturalism of the former East Prussia, as revealed in Dethlefsen's work, remains a relevant guideline for cultural heritage policy in west Lithuania (the former Klaipėda region). Key words: cultural heritage, ethnocultural tradition, monument protection, East Prussia, Prussian Lithuania, west Lithuania. Anotacija Straipsnyje analizuojama, kokią įtaką domėjimasis etnine kultūra XIX a. Rytų Prūsijoje turėjo vieno iš paminklosaugos šiame regione pradininkų -Richardo Jepseno Dethlefseno (1864-1944) -veiklai. Reikšmingi Dethlefseno darbai Rytų Prūsijos kultūros palikimo fiksavimo ir apsaugos srityje implikavo ir Prūsijos Lietuvos kultūros vertybių pažinimą, kurio ištakas formavo Reformacija Prūsijos kunigaikštystėje; romantizmas, aktualizavęs Prūsijos ir prūsų genčių istoriją, ir kiti veiksniai. Nepaisant nacionalizmo paradigmų Vokietijos imperijoje XIX a. pabaigoje įtakos paminklosaugai Rytų Prūsijo-je, Dethlefseno veikla padeda suvokti jo amžininkų intencijas Rytų Prūsiją traktuoti kaip savitą kultūrinę erdvę, kurioje istorinės sąlygos lėmė kelių etninių regionų savitumo išlikimą, akcentuojant tai kaip saugotiną Rytų Prūsijos provincijos vertybę. Buvusios Rytų Prūsijos daugiakultūriškumo samprata, atsiskleidžianti ir Dethlefseno darbuose, tebėra aktualus orientyras kultūros paveldo politikai Vakarų Lietuvoje (buv. Klaipėdos krašte).
The name of Richard Dethlefsen is associated with substantial progress in the field of monument protection in East Prussia at the turn of the 20th century. His important activities related to cultural monuments include the restoration of Königsberg cathedral, the photographic documentation of cultural objects in Königsberg (1907 Königsberg ( -1913 , 1 and the initiative for the Skansen-type Homeland Museum (Heimatmuseum), he proposed in collaboration with Professor Adalbert Bezzenberger. 2 The museum boasted some Prussian Lithuanian folk architectural details, although much more information of that kind was presented in his publication Bauernhäuser und Holzkirchen in Ostpreussen (1911) . Richard Dethlefsen's statement about the main sources of information used for that interesting and still valuable study might be considered as the quintessence of the paper: 'In Königsberg, Privy councillor Dr Bezzenberger presented some accurate knowledge about Lithuania […] , and the Prussian Antiquity Society in Königsberg, and the Lithuanian Literary Society in Tilsit, gave valuable advice and allowed us to make use of their museum collections.' 3 These few laconic sentences witnessed Richard Dethlefsen's focus on the main protagonists who had been interested in East Prussian ethnic culture before him. In order to understand and properly evaluate his achievements in the protection of East Prussian and Prussian Lithuanian culture, it is useful to look at some aspects of the formation of the tradition in these activities. The volume of paper allows the author to highlight only a few aspects, as a discussion of the overall context of the issue would demand more extensive research.
In the 19th century, Prussian Lithuania emerged as a relevant segment of the ethnocultural landscape of the East Prussian cultural community's own region (Heimat).
Reflections on the ethnocultural uniqueness of the Lithuanians in East Prussia became especially strong in the second half of the 19th century, and acquired a definite goal, formulated by the initiators of the establishment of the Lithuanian Literary Society in 1879: to record and preserve for future generations the Lithuanian language and characteristic expressions of the ethnic tradition of the region.
However, the prerequisites for the formulation of a clearly articulated goal, relating to the preservation of the cultural heritage of East Prussian Lithuanians, matured much earlier, and they ought to be assigned to the impact of political, social and cultural processes in the Kingdom of Prussia on East Prussia (in a geographical but In the novel 'The Black Marė' (Die Schwarze Mare, 1854) by Temme, with the subheading 'Pictures from Lithuania' (Bilder aus Litthauen), much attention was devoted to ethnographic motifs from Prussian Lithuania: almost two thirds of the book is more like a travel guide than a novel, with precise place names indicated (Groß Skaisgirren, in Lithuanian Didieji Skaisgiriai, Laugszargen, in Lithuanian Lauksargiai and others), and the dress of the local population is described in detail. 10 A rather accurate architectural description of the village of Laugszargen is given by the author: it had 12 low wooden houses with thatched roofs, each house had a small flower garden, and there was a collection of manor buildings some distance away from the houses. Several decades later, a book of travel sketches Aus baltischen Landen (from the Baltic Lands, 1878) by the lawyer, author and translator Ludwig Passarge, appeared, which reinforced the traditional image of Prussian Lithuania that had built up in literature. True, the work also featured a provision stipulated by the Prussian Antiquity Society: to apply scientific methods to recording the diversity of the East Prussian ethnic tradition. Therefore, Passarge's book abounds in suggestive literary passages on the subject of Prussian Lithuanian localities, and especially the curonian Lagoon. It also mentions the works of Rhesa and Donelaitis; moreover, Passarge demonstra-tes his researcher's intentions by using archive materials to recount the biography of Donelaitis. His writing is rich in material that could have been collected merely by an attentive ethnographer. Substantial attention is paid to fishermen's wooden architecture, by providing precise technical drawings and accentuating log houses with thatched roofs and the style of construction. The author notes that fishermen's homes were not painted, and they would assume a dark grey colour due to the natural adaptation of the wood to the specific climatic conditions. 15 Passarge devotes several pages to a description of the interior of a fishermen's home; he also emphasises the tradition of several generations of a family living under one roof, and its direct relation to the planning of the layout of the interior.
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The above-mentioned East Prussian activists, just like many others who focused on the ethnographic region of Prussian Lithuania in the early 19th century and several decades afterwards, were inspired by several global factors of that epoch: the impact of Romanticism, which encouraged an interest in the spiritual heritage of 'exotic peoples', and positivist provisions leading to the study of cultures on the verge of extinction.
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New factors that encouraged participation in the preservation of the cultural heritage emerged in the last quarter of the 19th century. Their emergence was caused by the changes after the founding of the German Empire in 1871. The consolidation process of the German nation had various consequences, including ones related to the interest in ethnic regionalism and its incorporation into the process of imperial cultural policies. In this context, the appearance of different new institutions should be noted, such as Zentralkommision für wissenschaftliche Landeskunde Deutschland (the central commission for Scientific Regional Studies of Germany). Adalbert Bezzenberger published his study Die Kurische Nehrung und ihre Bewohner (The curonian Spit and its Inhabitants, 1889) in volume 3 of the continuous publication of the commission. 18 In the late 19th century, the policy of national monument protection gained momentum, and its expression included continuous publications on the subject of monument protection in imperial provinces, among which Inventar der Bau-und Kunstdenkmäler in der Provinz Brandenburg (Berlin), launched in 1885, should be noted, as well as Kunstdenkmäler im Grossherzogtum Hessen (1885, Darmstadt). In 1891, Adolf Boetticher brought out volume 1 of Die Bau-und Kunstdenkmäler der Provinz Ostpreussen, devoted to Sambia, and in 1895, a volume devoted to Prussian Lithuania. Moreover, since the very creation of the German Reich, government institutions of East Prussia paid substantial attention to the activities of the Prussian Antiquity Society: from 1883, the Society would receive an annual grant of 2,000 Reichsmarks, and in 1885 its museum was moved from the Königsberg castle Tower, where the premises were damp, to the north wing of the castle. In 1889, the museum received a building in the city, officially opened by Ober-President of East Prussia Albert von Schlieckmann. 19 The growing attention of the authorities to the activities of the Prussian Antiquity Society over a period of six years was rather eloquent.
To support Prussian Lithuania's cultural representation in their activity, members of the Prussian Antiquity Society supported the initiative to establish a more specialised cultural union, the Lithuanian Literary Society (Litauische literarische Gesellschaft).
In the publication Altertums-Gesellschaft Prussia, Maximilian Voelkel, a senior teacher at Tilsit Gymnasium and a learner of Lithuanian, published information about the establishment of the Lithuanian Literary Society, and provided some interesting details: the idea for the Society was developed by a rather narrow circle of fans of the Lituanistic tradition (Litauisches Kränzchen) in Tilsit, while the statute of the Society, based on a similar model from Kurland (Latvian Literary Society), was developed in Memel (Klaipėda). Thus, on 7 October 1879, at a general meeting in Tilsit, the idea of establishing the Society was implemented. Voelkel emphasised the aspiration of the members of the new society not to lose sight of anything related to the Lithuanian language, and also to take an interest in Lithuanians and Lithuania from historical, geographical, ethnographic, mythological and musical points of view. 20 These intentions were prompted by the serious threat to the Lituanistic tradition in a broad sense from accelerated assimilation caused by German and Russian imperial policies in the late 19th century.
At the turn of the 20th century, personal initiatives in the representation of the uniqueness of East Prussian regions were also rather frequent. In this context, franz Tetzner should be mentioned, whose activity represented the 'relay' principle in taking an interest in the Prussian Lithuanian cultural tradition, as, according to Leonas Gineitis, it was Tetzner who took up the baton of the activity from Passarge. 21 Another activist to be mentioned is Albert Zweck, and his work Litauen. Eine Landes-und Volkskunde (Lithuania. Regional and National Studies, 1898) 22 on Prussian Lithuania.
The works by the activists mentioned above suggest that the cultural efforts of several generations of East Prussians formed a favourable atmosphere which kept attracting new people, enthusiasts for recording and preserving the East Prussian cultural heritage. Thus, in his activities, Dethlefsen absorbed the experience of numerous participants in the 'relay', who sought to know and foster the cultural uniqueness of the ethnic regions of the East Prussian provinces by highlighting their ethnic tradition. This was shown in his published writings, and not merely at the beginning of the article in the study on wooden architecture mentioned above, but also in the later copiously illustrated publication Das schöne Ostpreussen (Beautiful East Prussia, 1916) , which showed typical ethnic characteristics of Prussian Lithuania: the rural architecture, and especially the granaries (they were noticed by most of those who were interested in the subject of the ethnic heritage of Prussian Lithuania, starting with Passarge), krikštai (wooden grave monuments), and weathervanes. 23 In the introduction to the publication, Dethlefsen states that the first edition of the book (10,000 copies), published, incidentally, by the already famous and highly respected R. Piper & co publishing house, sold out in eight weeks. 24 This fact was not only a compliment to the author, but also a reflection of the increasing interest in East Prussia and the diversity of its cultural tradition. Of course, the popularity of the publication can be put down to multiple factors. They included the highlights of imperial policy: East Prussia aroused an interest due to one of the most glorious victories by the German army during the first World War, the Battle of Tannenberg in August 1914. Dethlefsen's book was dedicated to a hero of the battle, field Marshal Paul von Hindenburg. Another important aspect was the treatment of the architectural history of the land, starting from the times of the Teutonic Order. However, although the introduction to the publication conveyed impressions of the spirit of the times, that is, highlights of the imperial consciousness, Dethlefsen retained in his book the tradition of focusing on the uniqueness of the East Prussian ethnic regions, particularly Masuria and Prussian Lithuania, which were distinct since the first half of the 19th century.
conclusions
The interest in ethnic culture and its dissemination in East Prussia, which in the first half of the 19th century was mainly based on the efforts of individual activists, and in the second half also on the activities of societies, affected the expression of monument protection policy in East Prussia. The activities of Richard Dethlefsen, a pioneer of monument protection in the region, in recording and protecting the East Prussian cultural heritage, also covered an acquaintance with Prussian Lithuanian ethnocultural values that had formed over several centuries.
Richard Dethlefsen's works highlighted the efforts of his contemporaries, East Prussian activists, to treat East Prussia as a unique cultural space, where the tradition preconditioned the retention of the uniqueness of several ethnic regions. This was accentuated as a value of East Prussian provincial culture to be protected. This positive attitude towards East Prussia as a unique cultural region, with the traits of an ethnic mosaic, would also be relevant to contemporary researchers in order to avoid the exclusive treatment of any part, such as an ethnocultural region, of the East Prussian cultural heritage that might violate the organic link with the total East Prussian historical and cultural context.
